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Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

On the night in which Christ is betrayed a lot
is recorded for us as to what happens: Our Lord
washes the Apostles’ feet showing His coming in
humble service to His creation; He speaks words
of comfort and instruction to the 12 (especially
as relates to the giving of the Holy Spirit and the
work He will accomplish); and, perhaps most
memorably, He institutes the Lord’s Supper and
the eating and drinking of Christ’s Body and
Blood for the forgiveness of sins. But in that
upper room we are also given words that Jesus
prays to the Father. These encompass neatly the
whole of John chapter 17.

Of the notable things in this prayer from God
the Son to God the Father is the fact that Christ
is praying not only for those there gathered (who
will soon be scattered, only to be gathered again
through the Spirit and scattered into the world to
preach the Good News of His life, death, and
resurrection as eyewitnesses), but that our Lord
is praying for us also.

2 <] do not ask for these only, but also for
those who will believe in me through their
word, 2! that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me. %2 The glory that you
have given me I have given to them, that they
may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them
and you in me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know
that you sent me and loved them even as you
loved me. (John 17:20-23)

This unity for which Christ prays for us is the
related to the unity that Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit share. The three persons of the Godhead

are one, and there is one God yet there are three
distinct persons of the Holy Trinity, Without
delving deeper than God reveals this mystery,
our Lord’s prayer means at least this: Jesus
brings us into communion with Himself in the
Trinity (We have unity with Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.); He imparts to us His glory (We are
being conformed to His image and granted His
righteousness and His kingdom); and we are
brought into unity with one another (made one
body; our Lord’s one Holy Bride; and brothers
and sisters in Him).

These are surely mysteries too deep to grasp
fully this side of our resurrection, but we have
the answer to Christ’s prayer delivered in His
own actions of bleeding, dying, rising, and
ascending in glory. We have the words which
underly the unity with the Triune God as Jesus
speaks, “Peace be with you,” breathing the Holy
Spirit upon His Church; we have the forgiveness
of sins, which underlies this peace spoken, with
the authority of Christ in His Church; and we
have the Holy Spirit who is sanctifying us as He
dwells in the baptized, causing us to strive
against the devil and our sinful flesh, forgiving
one another, and desiring to be in unity with
God’s Holy Word and His teachings.

All of this is celebrated in the meal our Lord
established in remembrance of Him (that is, in
what He has done to set us free from separation
from God and discord in our midst). Here we
repent of false teaching and approach in
communion with one another in the truth
confessed together; we receive the forgiveness of

sins in faithful eating and drinking; we gather

together in the unity Christ prays for as often as
we can; and we receive the Body and Blood of
our Lord and Savior in unity with God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

To be sure, this is but a foretaste of the fullest
revelation of this on the final and eternal day to
come, but it is certainly a “Yes!” in answer to
Christ’s prayer that our Triune God is giving to
us. May we be emboldened to come in repentant
faith, lay aside all excuses and sinful causes of
division, and bask in the mysterious unity,
glorious hope, and communion of saints that is
delivered and revealed at the Lord’s table - you
are the beloved of the Lord with each of the
beloved gathered with you.

Your servant in Christ,
Rev. Benjamin Siebert



Ascension Day Service
We have much to celebrate in our Lord Jesus’
glorious Ascension into heaven where He sits at
the right of the Father! Join us at Peace
Lutheran Church, Hastings for the Divine
Service on Thursday, May 9" at 7 pm as we
celebrate our Lord’s Ascension. This is a joint
service with Zion, Hastings. Pastor Ben Siebert
will be our guest preacher. All Hastings Circuit
congregations are invited. After the service we
will have a reception with a pastry potluck. As
you are able, you are invited to bring a treat to
share. Drinks will be provided. Hope to see you
there!
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June 1st, 2024
Sam-2pm

Zion Lutheran Church
465 S. Marion Road

This year, Zion and Peace Lutheran Churches are
joining together for one day ALL day VBS! The
directors are Staci Hueftle and Jay Jay Morgan.
Volunteer opportunities:

Gardeners: small group leaders

Chef: in charge of lunch and snacks

Harvesters: Recess and Games

Farmhands: volunteers who get to run around
throughout the day and make sure all needs are
met

Hootenanny Band: music

Ranch Master: crafts

Registration forms will be in the narthex. Please
take extra copies home for anyone you may want
to invite!

A message from Chris and Sarah Warneke
Dear Friends in Christ Jesus,

He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! We
pray that you had a blessed Easter, rejoicing in
the resurrection of our Savior. We thank God for
sending His Son to die for us and for raising Him
up again. In this time of joyous thanksgiving, we
also than God for the prayers and support that
you have shown us this year. Thank you. You
are a tremendous blessing to us.

We had a lovely Easter here in Fort Wayne.
We attended Sunrise Matins and the Divine
Service at Zion Lutheran in Fort Wayne. We
were awed by the beautiful music, gorgeous
flowers, and God’s great love for us. Many of
our seminary friends gathered for Easter lunch
and we got together with other friends for a
separate Easter supper celebration. It was a
glorious day!

We have been keeping busy these last few
months, as always. Over the seminary’s spring
break, we drove to Utah to visit our newborn
niece, lvy. The road trip was spectacular and we
enjoyed some time to relax and enjoy each
other’s company, along with the company of
family and friends. Chris’s birthday was over
spring break, so it seems like all of the different
family members we stopped to visit along our
route threw him a little party. We also loved
seeing portions of the United States we hadn’t
seen before. We spent a day driving around
Flaming Gorge Recreation Area in Southern
Wyoming and were blown away by the gorgeous
rock formations. It was such a blessing to have a
nice road trip together before we will be a bit
more stationary once he gets that big Call!

Call Day is rapidly approaching! On April 24,
we will find out what congregation Chris will be
called to serve. We cannot believe how quickly
that date snuck up on us! We are looking forward
to finding out what God has in store for us.

Thank you for all the prayers and support you
have given us this year. We are so grateful for
you.

In Christ,
Chris and Sarah Warneke

NOTE: since receiving this letter, we have
learned that Chris and Sarah will be moving to
Kansas. Chris has received a call from Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Arkansas City KS and
Trinity Lutheran Church in Winfield, KS.



Coming Up in June
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May Birthdays

Chrisella Lewis

Beth Stark (age 85)

Abigail Lyons
Brandon Kelley
Susan Ray

Linda Koepke
Ella Brown

David A. Peterson
Julie Wright

Sage Dasher
Crystal Kosters
Larry Struss
Carol Fisher
Tiffany Steinkraus

Darrel Joynt (age 98)

Jim Pratt
Laurie George

May Wedding Anniversary’s

Bob and Beth Stark
Steve and Vicki Buss

(D)
1

Dick and Connie Gerhart

May 3
May 3
May 4
May 5
May 7
May 9
May 12
May 13
May 17
May 19
May 22
May 25
May 27
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 31

May 5, 1963
May 24, 1975
May 29, 1992

May Baptism Birthdays

iy

Gloria Kottwitz May 1
Evelyn Lee May 2
David Joynt May 6
Traci Brittain May 8
Madison St. John May 12
Brant George May 16
Kathy Marble May 17
Benjamin Kosters May 19
Jeff Halloran May 24
Karen Ganskow May 26
Susan Ray May 27
Jacob Uden May 27
Donald Fischer May 28
Abigail Lyons May 28
Linda Koepke May 29
We Welcome New Members

Andrew and Amanda Piel and their children Karsyn
age 8 and Rory age 7 who have transferred from
Trinity Lutheran Church in Blue Hill, NE. Karsyn
and Rory are students at Zion Classical Academy.
Mitchell Lewis is transferring from Trinity Lutheran
Church in Amarillo, Texas.
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